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Land acknowledgement

We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of 
Toronto operates.

For thousands of years, it has been the traditional land of 
the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the 
Credit.

Today this meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous 
people from across Turtle Island, and we are grateful to have 
the opportunity to work on this land.
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Today’s Speakers

❖ Robert Dirstein, Project Manager/Analyst, EASI

❖ Jessica Keating, Research Funding Manager, Office of 
Research Services

❖ Keti Dzamova, Research Funding Officer, Office of Research 
Services

OFFICE OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT,
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION



NSERC USRA Updates

❖ Tri-Agency support for underrepresented groups: The federal 
government announced funding for the federal granting 
agencies to support targeted scholarships and fellowships 
for promising Black students.

❖ Applicants who self-identify as Black (similar to those who 
identify as Indigenous) are funded by NSERC above and 
beyond its allocation for USRA

❖ New this year: use of MRA for USRAs:  Replacing the 
Excel nomination table and application packages (including 
the certification forms) departments will now need each 
nominated supervisor to submit an MRA for their USRA one 
MRA for each supervisor/student.
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NSERC USRA Overview
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NSERC USRA –Summer Life Cycle
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End of 
January

NSERC 
releases the U 

of T quota 
allocation 

January / February

U of T analyst runs 
the internal 

allocation process, 
RSO share the 

quota allocation 
with USRA 

departments 

April 17 
Departments 

provide the names 
of indigenous and 

black student 
awards  

By May 1 all 
applications must 

be received by 
NSERC 

April 19 all USRA 
applications are 
submitted in the 

NSERC on-line  
system &  

departments submit 
their MRAs to RSO



Application Procedures
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Step 1: NSERC On-Line System 
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Step 1a: NSERC On-Line System Form 202 Part I
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Step 1a: NSERC On-Line System Form 202 Part I
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Application Procedures
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Step 1b: NSERC On-Line System Form 202 Part II
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Step 1b: NSERC On-Line System Form 202 Part II
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Step 1b: NSERC On-Line System Form 202 Part II
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Step 1b: NSERC On-Line System Form 202 Part II



Application Procedures
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Step 2: Department MRA 
2.1  PI Submission  
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Step 2: Department MRA 
2.2  Business Officer Task



NSERC Resources

❖ NSERC On-Line System: https://www.nserc-
crsng.gc.ca/OnlineServices-ServicesEnLigne/Index_eng.asp

❖ NSERC USRA Website:https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-
etudiants/ug-pc/usra-brpc_eng.asp
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Your Contacts at RSO
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❖ Jessica Keating, Research Funding Manager; 
jessica.keating@utoronto.ca

❖ Keti Dzamova, Research Funding Officer; 
Keti.dzamova@utoronto.ca

❖ Kitishia-Trista Cordner, Research Funding Administrator; 
kitishia.cordner@utoronto.ca

❖ Rochelle Carvalho , Research Funding Administrator
rochelle.carvalho@utoronto.ca
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